INTO BATTLE
us when we stand in awe before the unfurling scroll of human des-
tiny. And I proclaim my faith that some of us will live to see a
fourteenth of July when a liberated France will once again rejoice
in her greatness and in her glory, and once again stand forward as
the champion of the freedom and the rights of man. When the
day dawns, as dawn it will, the soul of France will turn with compre-
hension and with kindness to those Frenchmen and Frenchwomen,
wherever they may be, who in the darkest hour did not despair
of the Republic.
In the meantime, we shall not waste our breath nor cumber our
thought with reproaches. When you have a friend and comrade
at whose side you have faced tremendous struggles, and your
friend is smitten down by a stunning blow, it may be necessary to
make sure that the weapon that has fallen from his hands shall not
be added to the> resources of your common enemy. But you need
not bear malice because of your friend's cries of delirium and gestures
of agony. You must not add to his pain; you must work for
his recovery. The association of interest between Britain and France
remains. The cause remains. Duty inescapable remains. So
long as our pathway to victory is not impeded, we are ready to
discharge such offices of goodwill towards the French Government
as may be possible, and to foster the trade and help the adminis-
tration of those parts of the great French Empire which are now
cut off from captive France, but which maintain their freedom.
Subject to the iron demands of the War which we are waging
against Hitler and all his works, we shall try so to conduct ourselves
that every true French heart will beat and glow at the way we
carry on the struggle; and that not only France, but all the oppressed
countries in Europe may feel that each British victory is a step
towards the liberation of the Continent from the foulest thralldom
into which it has ever been cast.
All goes to show that the war will be long and hard. No one
can tell where it will spread. One thing is certain : the peoples of
Europe will not be ruled for long by the Nazi Gestapo, nor will
the world yield itself to Hitler's gospel of hatred, appetite and
domination.
And aow it has come to us to stand alone in the breach, and
Jace the worst;that the tyrant's might and enmity can do, Bearing
ourselves humbly before God, but conscious that we serve an
unfolding purpose, we are ready to defend our native land against
the invasion by which it is threatened. We are fighting by ourselves
alone ; but we are not fighting for ourselves alone. Here in this
strong City of Refuge which enshrines the title-deeds of human
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